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the Chief Secretary for Permits declined to grant. He evidently reasoned
to himself that, if a British subject could not get similar facilities, he could
not grant it to Mr. Nomura.1 The case was publicly discussed, and
the Transvaal Leader offered a public apology to Mr. Nomura. The
High Commissioner immediately ordered the Chief Secretary for Permits
to issue a permit to Mr. Nomura, and it was delivered to him personally
at his residence in Durban.

Mr. Manga's case is much stronger than Mr. Nomura's. As it was
first put before the Colonial Secretary, it was a case of a British subject
and a student asking for permission merely to pass through the Trans-
vaal. He had no business to transact in the Colony, and, therefore,
he could not come into competition with anybody. We question whether
the most rabid member of the anti-Asiatic Convention could ever have
contemplated rejection of an application like Mr. Manga's, and yet so
long as Mr. Manga was considered as a British subject, and so long as
there was no intervention on the part of any foreign government, his case
was not considered worthy of attention by the Transvaal Government.

So soon, however, as it is known that Mr. Manga happens to be
a Portuguese subject, he gets a permit. The net result of this case is
that, at the hands of the present Government in the Transvaal, there
is to be no justice for British Indians. The latter may be insulted, they
may be put to all kinds of inconvenience, their applications may be
summarily rejected, they may not be given reasons for arbitrary decisions
of the Government, even though bona-fide refugees, it may take months
before their claims can be considered for re-entry into the Transvaal,
their very means of livelihood may be allowed to depend on the absolute
discretion of the Government. Yet we have Lord Selborne's assurance
that it is not his desire that Indians should be treated in a harsh manner,
or that regulations under the Peace Preservation Ordinance should in
any way be unreasonable.2 The community has every right, therefore, to
appeal to Lord Selborne for some measure of justice being meted out to it.
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295. A LICENSING PETITION
Our readers will recall the facts in connection with the licence of
a British Indian in Vryheid. Mr. Dada Osman, the Indian merchant
concerned, having failed to obtain the justice to which he was entitled,
owing to the state of the Dealers' Licenses Act, has now approached His
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies,3 and has for-
warded to us a copy of the petition for review. The petition is a colourless
1  Vide p. 224.
2 Vide "Transvaal Indians and Permits", pp. 192-3.
3 Vide "Petition to Lord Elgin", pp. 246-8.